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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
PROJECT 
From 2021-2024, Campaign 2000, Citizens for Public Justice and Canada Without Poverty co-led a national community-based research project that engaged 
communities experiencing poverty to recommend indicators measuring progress towards eradicating poverty and achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 

This project, Localizing Canada’s Commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals, builds on Campaign 2000’s ongoing monitoring of government 
progress towards ending child and family poverty, aiming to address the limitations of the Canadian Indicator Framework for tracking progress toward the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), specifically SDG 1: No Poverty. 

Through the project, the research team held 17 community conversations with 227 people affected by poverty and intersecting forms of marginalization in 
every province and territory. 

FINDINGS 
Measurement of progress towards poverty eradication in Canada should reflect the lived realities of people experiencing poverty. The indicators used in the 

Canadian Indicator Framework for measuring progress towards SDG 1: No Poverty are the Market Basket Measure (MBM) and the prevalence of asset 
resilience.i Campaign 2000 report cards and early research from this project highlighted the limitations of these two indicators to track progress towards SDG 
1.ii iii 

The project set out to address these gaps with an emphasis on localizing measures of poverty reduction and centering the knowledge and experience of lived 
experts. Local visions of communities free from poverty emerged. The indicators drawn from this research reflect participants’ subjective, multidimensional 
experience of poverty, which is wide-ranging, affects every aspect of life, and differs place to place and community to community. Synthesized across 

community contexts, the national indicators also reflect poverty as a violation of human rights resulting in short- and long-term physical, mental, spiritual, 
and social harm. 

The findings highlight the importance of community-based, culturally relevant, localized measures and indicators for ending poverty and the need to urgently 
recognize and address the systemic intersecting power structures that create and deepen inequities and experiences of poverty.   

The findings are illustrated here in a National Community-Based Indicator Framework, intended to supplement the Canadian Indicator Framework. It outlines 
dimensions, measures, indicators, and data sources for poverty eradication (including recommendations and gaps, where no indicators exist) that reflect the 
knowledge and experiences of lived experts and community organizations across the country. Measures and indicators are strengths-based and positive 
where possible, reflecting participants’ visions of communities without poverty.   

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-26-0004/112600042021001-eng.htm
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An interactive virtual version of the framework is available on the project website. The website also hosts a living document of policy recommendations that 
accompany the framework, as well as local frameworks and recommendations for each community engaged in the project.    

METHODOLOGY 
This framework is based on the knowledge and experiences shared by the 227 participants in community conversations. Summaries of all conversations are 
available on the project website.   

The project held 17 community conversations, at least one in every province and territory. Conversations were co-hosted by local partners in each region. The 
location, community, and partner(s) for each conversation are listed below, in the order the conversations occurred: 

• Winnipeg, Manitoba: Youth who have aged out of care through Voices: Manitoba’s Youth in Care Network, the Social Planning Council of Winnipeg 
and Harvest Manitoba 

• St. Stephen, New Brunswick: People experiencing homelessness/housing instability in Charlotte County through Vibrant Communities Charlotte 
County, the Southwest New Brunswick Service Commission and the Human Development Council of Saint John 

• St. John’s, Newfoundland: Youth through the Community Sector Council of Newfoundland and Labrador 

• Whitehorse, Yukon: People with lived experience of poverty through the Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition and Voices Influencing Change 

• Carcross, Yukon: Members of the Carcross/Tagish First Nation through the Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition 

• Ottawa, Ontario: Inuit families in Vanier through the Inuuqatigiit Centre for Inuit Children, Youth and Families 

• Toronto, Ontario: People with developmental disabilities through Family Service Toronto 

• Ulukhaktok, Northwest Territories: Inuvialuit experiencing poverty through the Tahiuqtiit Women’s Society 

• Calgary, Alberta: Parents with lived experience of poverty through Poverty Talks 

• Iqaluit, Nunavut: Board members of Amautiit Nunavut Inuit Women’s Association 

• Sydney Mines, Nova Scotia: Young people with lived experience of poverty through Community Cares Youth Outreach and the Canadian Centre for 
Policy Alternatives Nova Scotia 

• Halifax, Nova Scotia: People with lived experience of poverty through the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives Nova Scotia 

• Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island: People of colour through Black, Indigenous, and People of Colour United for Strength, Home, Relationship 
(BIPOC USHR) and the MacKillop Centre for Social Justice 

https://sdg.campaign2000.ca/
https://sdg.campaign2000.ca/our-work/research/
https://voices.mb.ca/
https://spcw.mb.ca/
https://www.harvestmanitoba.ca/
https://snbsc.ca/community-services/community-development?fbclid=IwAR0P0JSh9lm9Su7yvJb1nuUDahCS58IBEvt3QbqAMJmXxRI6HCpOSqi6Bvk
https://sjhdc.ca/
https://cscnl.ca/
https://yapc.ca/
https://yapc.ca/actions/detail/voice-influencing-change
https://www.ctfn.ca/
https://yapc.ca/
https://inuuqatigiit.ca/
https://familyservicetoronto.org/
https://www.povertytalksyyc.org/
https://amautiit.ca/
https://www.communitycaresyouth.com/
https://policyalternatives.ca/offices/nova-scotia
https://policyalternatives.ca/offices/nova-scotia
https://policyalternatives.ca/offices/nova-scotia
https://bipocushr.org/
https://bipocushr.org/
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• Québec: People with lived experience of poverty and allies across communities in Québec through Agir Tous pour la Dignité (ATD) Quart Monde 

• Toronto, Ontario: Tamil women with lived experience of gender-based violence through Family Service Toronto 

• Vancouver, British Columbia: People with precarious immigration status through Watari, Sanctuary Health and First Call BC 

• Regina, Saskatchewan: People with lived experience of poverty through the Street Workers Advocacy Project 

The conversations were tailored to each local context. They were typically 3-hour gatherings that involved sharing a meal, followed by a group discussion 
about visions of a community with no poverty, participant experiences, strengths of communities, and what needs to change. 

The conversations were preceded by background research, including a literature review, environmental scan, public survey, and key informant interviews. This 
informed a gap analysis that determined where the project team should go and who should be engaged, considering communities that experience poverty 
and marginalization, are typically excluded from policy and decision-making processes, and may be absent from Campaign 2000’s network. The ability to 
build an ethical and reciprocal relationship within the timeline of the project was also a factor.   

After each conversation, the project team drafted a ‘What We Heard’ summary for participants and partner organizations to review. Feedback was 
incorporated and informed the data analysis. The conversation content was analyzed using a qualitative thematic approach and the analysis was 
collaborative with the project team. Rising themes were identified, reviewed, and revised. 

Specific findings varied across community contexts, but in synthesizing the data, common visions across communities emerged. The National Framework 
reflects those commonalities and is intended to augment the existing Canadian Indicator Framework. While the findings depict a broad range of expertise 

from across the country, they remain a snapshot of 227 people, in 17 places, at one moment in time. Further engagement and community-based research is 
required to continue to centre lived experts in the work of poverty eradication and achieving the 2030 Agenda.   

RECOMMENDATIONS 
• Integrate the National Community-Based Indicator Framework into the Canadian Indicator Framework and Canada’s Poverty Reduction Strategy.   

o Enshrine human rights within the Poverty Reduction Act to reflect Canada’s international human rights obligations as part of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development and increase accountability for the SDGs.   

o Mandate and resource locally-led meaningful engagement of communities impacted by poverty, reflecting regional, demographic, and 
cultural diversity, to continually evaluate the efficacy and representativeness of federal poverty reduction and human rights efforts and 
measurement. 

• Collect data that addresses the indicator recommendations and data source gaps in the National Community-Based Indicator Framework.   

o Mandate a data-collection strategy that collects data disaggregated by local, provincial, and territorial geographies; First Nations, Inuit and 
Métis identity; ability; race; gender; migrant status; and 2SLGBTQQI+ identity among other sociodemographic identities. 

https://www.atdquartmonde.ca/
https://familyservicetoronto.org/
https://www.watari.ca/
https://sanctuaryhealth.blogspot.com/
https://firstcallbc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/people/SWAP/100064845274511/
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o Centre First Nations, Inuit, and Métis approaches, knowledge, solutions, and data collection in all measurement, policy and decision-making 
that affect First Nations, Inuit, and Métis peoples. 

• Fund and support the implementation of National and Local Frameworks in provincial, territorial, and local contexts. 

o Integrate the Frameworks in provincial, territorial, and municipal poverty reduction strategies.   

o Fund and support local, community-based data collection (by and for communities) to address data gaps and exclusionary data sources and 
ensure local realities are reflected in national data; resource the development of community-based surveys and data collection methods 
based on project findings adapted to local and cultural community contexts. 

o Fund and partner with existing organizations and groups already engaged in this work.   
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UNDERSTANDING THE FRAMEWORK 
The entire framework falls under Sustainable Development Goal 1: End Poverty in All its Forms Everywhere.   

The framework is organized by 12 interdependent dimensions of communities with no poverty. These dimensions are interconnected and non-hierarchical – 
all connect and contribute to the multifaceted way that people experience poverty in Canada. Many of the indicators could fall under multiple dimensions, 
but for the sake of length, they are each only shown under one. A short explanation, symbol, and participant quotations introduce each dimension, with links 
to relevant SDGs shown via SDG icons. 

Dimensions: 

• Social inclusion and community connection 
• Equality, justice, and freedom 
• Joy, happiness, and hope for the future   
• Income and material security   
• Decent work   
• Education for all   

• Right to housing is realized 
• Food security and sovereignty 
• Health and mental health 
• Equitable access to services, programs, and supports 
• Connected and supported families and children 
• Accountable and engaged governments and institutions 

In each dimension, measures refer to qualities of communities with no poverty.   

Indicators are statistical definitions of the measures. 

In the indicator column, if there is no label, this means that the indicator and data source exist and may be adequate for the measure. The Proxy label means 
that an existing indicator and data source partially fulfill the measure. The Recommendation label means it is an indicator recommendation where an 
adequate indicator and data source do not exist, to our knowledge. Where this is the case, we note a Gap for the data source.   

An indicator in orange text means it is in the existing Canadian Indicator Framework. The number of the SDG, target, and indicator in the CIF are noted (e.g., 
1.1.2).   

Some indicators and measures are used in other existing Canadian frameworks, either by the federal government (e.g., Canadian Quality of Life Framework) 
or other organizations (e.g., UNICEF Canadian Index of Child and Youth Well-Being), and these links are noted in the data source column.   
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SOCIAL INCLUSION AND COMMUNITY CONNECTION 

Community members feel valued and connected, have opportunities to participate in society and culture, care 
for and support each other, and live in harmony. 

Measure Indicator Data Source 

Everyone can participate in their community 
Proxy: Proportion of the population 
reporting membership or participation 
in selected types of groups, 

Canada Quality of Life Framework,   
General Social Survey (GSS) - Social 
Identity, Table 43-10-0065-01; 

“I call her at nine o'clock at night, 
‘I'm making chili in my crock pot 
overnight. How many bay leaves 
do I add?’ [Laughs] ‘This is an 
emergency.’ But we all need that 
person, right.” -Winnipeg, MB 

“Be celebrated for your purpose, no matter 
what that purpose is […] Everyone has 
value.” -St. Stephen, NB 

“If you know somebody that goes out 
fishing, they’ll bring you fish. It’s a really big 
community thing to share what you already 
have.” -St. John’s, NL 

“Every family in that community 
got fish. Because if someone did 
good there was that sharing, 
there was that building.” -
Whitehorse, YK 

“Because I go through a lot of 
loneliness, just stepping out my 
back door and looking at the 
mountains and being surrounded 
by trees alleviates whatever 
struggles I’m going through.” -
Carcross, YK 

“It's cultural poverty. I'm deprived of my shamanism. I'm deprived of my language 
literacy. I'm deprived the traditional knowledge that should have been brought 
down to me from my parents, but they weren't there, they were conditioned to be 
Christian. So they lost their traditional values.” -Ottawa, ON 

“This is one of the richest and 
most diverse groups of people 
I’ve ever lived amongst. The 
kids are great, you know what I 
mean? They’re active. They’re 
involved.” – Halifax, NS 

“Supporting each other, lending a hand to others so that we can all rise and no 
one is left behind.” -Vancouver, BC 

“My ideal world is having the 
time to grieve. Never mind 
having to pay for gas. Never 
mind having to pay for a 
phone bill.” -Ottawa, ON 
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organizations and associations in the 
past 12 months; 

Proxy: Percentage of 11-15 year olds 
involved in groups or group activities 

Canadian Index of Child and Youth 
Well-Being 

Feeling connected to your community 

Percentage of the population aged 12 
and over who reported their sense of 
belonging to their local community as 
being very strong or somewhat strong 

Statistics Canada. Table 13-10-0096-
01 Health characteristics, annual 
estimates, CIF 11.7.1 

Everyone is valued 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feels valued by their 
community 

Gap 

People have gatherings and share meals 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who have regular 
gatherings and shared meals with 
others 

Gap 

Knowing if you reach out, someone will help you 

Proportion of the population by 
frequency with which they have people 
they can depend on to help them when 
they really need it; 
Percentage of 11-15 year olds who 
report finding it easy to talk to 

someone about things that bother 
them 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Canadian Social Survey Table 45-10-
0050-01, General Social Survey, 
Canadian Community Health Survey; 

Canadian Index of Child and Youth 
Well-Being 

Having close relationships Proportion of the population by level of 
satisfaction with their personal 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Canadian Social Survey Table 45-10-
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relationships (e.g., with family 
members and friends) 

0071-01 and General Social Survey 
Table 13-10-0106-01   

Community members share with each other 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feels that people in 
their community share with each other 

Gap 

Being able to live according to your cultural values 

Recommendation: Percentage of the 
population who feels like they can live 
according to their cultural values;   
Proxy: Proportion of the Indigenous 
population with the ability to speak or 
understand an Indigenous language; 
Proxy: Rate of participation in land-
based activities 

Gap; 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Census of Population and Indigenous 
Peoples Survey, various tables; 
Statistics Canada Indigenous Peoples 
Survey 

Elders are supported and respected 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
elders who feel supported by their 
community 

Recommendation: Number of elder-
led or elder-involved activities in a 
community 

Gap 

Everyone can contribute to their community according to their 
strengths 

Proxy: Rate of participation in formal or 
informal volunteering 

Proxy: Daily average time in civic, 
religious, and organizational activities 

Statistics Canada, General Social 
Survey on Giving, Volunteering and 
Participating; 

Statistics Canada, General Social 
Survey Table 45-10-0014-01 

https://www160.statcan.gc.ca/society-societe/indigenous-languages-langues-autochtones-eng.htm
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Being able to trust your neighbours 

Proxy: Proportion of the population by 

trust in others 
Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
General Social Survey Table 43-10-
0064-01 and Canadian Social Survey 
Table 45-10-0075-01 
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EQUALITY, JUSTICE, AND FREEDOM 

Everyone’s human rights are upheld. Communities are free from systemic inequality and injustice, 
discrimination, oppression, violence, and trauma, and the harms of colonization. 

Measure Indicator Data Source 

Everyone is free from violence of all kinds 
Proxy: Proportion of the population 
who reported being victimized in the 12 
months preceding the survey 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
General Social Survey - Canadian's 
Safety (Victimization) 

Everyone is free from discrimination 

Proxy: Proportion of the population 

who self-reported discrimination or 
unfair treatment based on various 
selected characteristics, as 
experienced in selected settings; 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
General Social Survey Table 43-10-
0061-01, CIF 10.2.1; 
Statistics Canada. Table 45-10-0014-

“We had all of that. We had freedom, the freedom to hunt. We had access to food, we 
had access to water. We had the ceremony, we had a song and dance, and we were 
there for each other. The love and the kindness, the roles that everyone played a part 
in. And all of that was taken away by the first colonial policies. Treaties, agreements, 
everything was signed as a partnership to move forward. And then those agreements 
weren’t honoured.” -Whitehorse, YK 

“Banks and food chains 
are raking in record 
profits. And we can’t 
afford to buy food.” -
Whitehorse, YK 

“Every child, no matter what, 
would have the same 
opportunities.” - Halifax, NS 

“A lot of folks experiencing 
homelessness are of Black or 
Indigenous descent. And a lot of 
folks who are suffering from 
periods of incarceration are of 
Black or Indigenous descent.” -
Halifax, NS 

“Your safety is jeopardized when people’s human rights are not being met. Because then they do things, in order to 
make money, in order to help support themselves and their families. … It would get rid of a lot of the crime and 
violence with guns, drugs, you name it – if there wasn’t a dire need.” -Halifax, NS 
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Proxy: Proportion of time spent on 

unpaid domestic and care work 
01, CIF 5.3.1 

Everyone is free from judgment, stigma, and stereotypes 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who report no experiences 
of judgment, stigma, or stereotyping 

Gap 

Everyone is respected and lives in dignity 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feel respected and 
able to live with dignity 

Gap 

Everyone has equitable access to opportunities 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feel they have equal 
access to opportunities compared to 
others; 
Proxy: Proportion of the population 
reporting having experienced barriers 
that limited access to different areas 
and activities in daily life in the past 12 
months due to a long-term physical or 
mental health condition. 

Gap; 
Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Canadian Survey on Disability Table 
13-10-0813-01 

Freedom from wealth and income inequality 

Percent share of income by decile; 

Gini coefficient (measures income 
distribution) 

Statistics Canada. Canadian Income 
Survey Table 11-10-0193-01 

Statistics Canada. Canadian Income 
Survey Table 11-10-0134-01, CIF 
10.1.1 

Freedom from intergenerational trauma and the harms of 
colonization, including residential schools 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
Indigenous population who feel their 
communities are free from 

Gap 
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intergenerational trauma and have 
access to adequate healing 

Communities are self-determining 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
people who feel their communities are 
self-determining (in government, 
leadership, service provision, etc.) 

Gap 

Freedom from the harms of incarceration and institutionalization 

Rates of incarceration by Indigenous 
identity and racialized group; 

Recs: Affordability and wait times for 
pardons for criminal convictions; 
Incarceration rates are not 
disproportionate for communities with 
higher poverty rates; Percentage of 
previously incarcerated people who 
had adequate support in transition 
from prison 

Canadian Correctional Services 
Survey; 

Gap 
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JOY, HAPPINESS AND HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 

Everyone is able to be happy, feel ease, and have the time and freedom to enjoy life. People have hope, can 
imagine the future, and don’t feel trapped in cycles of poverty and isolation. 

Measure Indicator Data Source 

Having hope for the future 
Percentage of the population who has 
a hopeful view of the future 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Canadian Social Survey and General 
Social Survey 

Feeling happy 
Percentage of population aged 18 
years and older who report being 
usually happy and interested in life 

Statistics Canada, Canadian 
Community Health Survey 

Freedom from despair, struggle, and suffering 

Percentage of Canadians who are 
satisfied or very satisfied with their life 

Statistics Canada. Table 13-10-0096-
01 Health characteristics, annual 
estimates, CIF 3.5.1 

“It’s just a grim future. I’m not very optimistic about the future at all. Like not at all.” – St. John’s, NL “It's beyond hurt. Hurt was so far back. I wish it 
was hard. But it's desperate. The government 
needs to hear that, it's desperate, it's not hard. 
Not asking for easy, asking for some sort of hope 
for a future for my life, for my child.” -Calgary, AB 

“Because of poverty some people go to work for seven days. They don’t enjoy the summer.” -
Toronto, ON 
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Freedom from fear and worry Proxy: Perceived life stress rates Statistics Canada, Canadian 
Community Health Survey 

People laugh and smile in your community 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
people who notice others in their 
community laughing and/or smiling 
regularly 

Gap 

Communities are kind and loving 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
people who feel their communities are 
kind and loving 

Gap 

Being able to enjoy time off 

Proxy: Proportion of the population by 
level of satisfaction with how they use 
their time; 
Average percentage of time spent on 
previous day in social leisure activities 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Canadian Social Survey and General 
Social Survey; 
Canadian Index of Wellbeing 

Having access to nature and connecting with the beauty of the 
natural world 

Proportion of the population by level of 
satisfaction with the quality of their 
local environment; 

Percentage of population who visit a 
park or green space that is close to 
home 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Canadian Social Survey; 

Statistics Canada, Households and 
the Environment Survey, Table 38-10-
0020-01 

Communities have music, art, and beauty 
Proxy: Average percentage of time 
spent on previous day in arts and 
culture activities 

Canadian Index of Wellbeing 
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Being able to identify parts of your community that are working 
well 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
people who feel that at least some 
things are working well in their 
community 

Gap 

Having a sense of ease and agency 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
people who feel like they have the life 
they want 

Gap 
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INCOME AND MATERIAL SECURITY 

Incomes reflect the cost of living. People have the ability to pay all their bills, meet all their basic needs, avoid 
living paycheque to paycheque, and are able to thrive. 

Measure Indicator Data Source 

Being able to meet your basic needs 

Census Family Low Income Measure 
After Tax; 
Percentage of persons living in 
households by level of difficulty in 

meeting their financial needs in terms 
of transportation, housing, food, 

Statistics Canada, T1 Family File; 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Canadian Social Survey Table 45-10-
0086-01 and Canadian Housing 
Survey Table 43-10-0058-01; 

“Everybody in this room doesn't even 
have a savings account. It doesn't 
exist for people in poverty. It does not 
exist. Because we live from month to 
month, check to check, and we have 
for all our lives.” -Whitehorse, YK 

“I for sure can't live one month 
off of that. Not at these prices 
in the Yukon. And yet though, 
how is that possible, if you're 
on disability that you are less 
than.” -Whitehorse, YK 

“I just find it 
hard to live. 
People on social 
assistance find it 
hard to live.” -
Whitehorse, YK 

“The government does not understand why rural communities such as ours are 
struggling. Well, the prices of our groceries, our necessities, our gasoline, our diesel, 
our house fuel, our electricity are way more expensive than any others.” -Carcross, YK 

“I am technically not in low income. So I can't get dental for 
myself, my son. I can't access any of the communal supports. But 
my housing, because they don't have a rental cap in this province, 
is eating up 65 percent of my income.” -Calgary, AB 

“You can’t live off 
what they give you. 
You never could. 
You’re taking from 
one bill to pay 
another.” -Halifax, NS 

“A community where 
people from all walks of 
life have a decent home, 
food and well-paying jobs 
to sustain themselves.” -
Toronto, ON 
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clothing, and other necessary 
expenses; 

Proportion of individuals who have 
access to the Internet at home 

Canadian Internet Use Survey Table 
22-10-0134-01 

Being able to pay all your bills 
Percentage of Canadians struggling to 
make bill payments or manage cash 
flow over the past 12 months 

Statistics Canada, Canadian Financial 
Capability Survey 

Income and benefits reflect the cost of living and increase with 
inflation 

Community Living Wage; 

Proxy: Adequacy of welfare incomes 

(compared to poverty measures); 
Consumer Price Index compared to 
minimum wage, social assistance, 
pensions, and other benefits 

Canadian Living Wage Framework; 

Maytree Welfare in Canada 

Freedom from worry about money and feeling the trauma of 
poverty 

Perceived impact of economic 
conditions on mental health 

Mental Health Research Canada 

Cost of living is equitable across the country Consumer Price Index Statistics Canada Consumer Prince 
Index Portal 

Freedom from living paycheque to paycheque 

Proportion of individuals in households 
who have enough savings to maintain 
well-being for three months (Asset 
resilience) 

Canadian Indicator Framework and 
Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Survey of Financial Security Table 11-
10-0082-01, CIF 1.2.1 

Freedom from debt Percentage of Canadians who have 
some type of outstanding debt   

Statistics Canada, Canadian Financial 
Capability Survey 

https://policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/Nova%20Scotia%20Office/2023/08/Canadian%20Living%20Wage%20Framework.pdf
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Being able to save money 
Proxy: Percentage of Canadians who 

have monthly spending that exceeds 
their income 

Statistics Canada, Canadian Financial 
Capability Survey 

Having disposable income 
Proxy: Percentage of Canadians who 

have monthly spending that exceeds 
their income 

Statistics Canada, Canadian Financial 
Capability Survey 

Your survival is not tied to income and neither are tied to work 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
people who feel like they don’t have to 
make money or work to survive 

Gap 
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DECENT WORK 

People can work in jobs with a living wage, safe work conditions, opportunities for growth, and job training. 
Work is fulfilling and allows people to use their skills. 

Measure Indicator Data Source 

Equitable access to job opportunities 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
people who feel that they have equal 
access to job opportunities compared 
to others 

Proxy: Labour market outcomes for 
racialized Canadians 

Gap; 
Statistics Canada, Insights on 
Canadian Society 

“I used to work in the vulnerable sector. I left because it was 
affecting my mental health and my food security. There were times 
where I would hear about violence, and it would make me sick 
[enough] that I would not want to eat. It would affect my ability to 
sleep.” -Ottawa, ON 

“People have an investment in their community, in their infrastructure, you have 
value and accountability, shared and collaborative, and you give them skills… 
they’re learning construction, gardening, masonry – have them work side by side. 
Teach them the skills to build their community.” -Halifax, NS 

“Those of us who do not [have] status cannot accommodate 
ourselves to the best in something we are good at or are 
prepared for because, since we do not have those rights, we 
do not have the opportunity to demonstrate our skills.” -
Vancouver, BC 

“Because of our situation [with precarious immigration status], employers condition us 
and we have to put up with mistreatment at work in order to move forward. We are in a 
pyramid and I am at the bottom and they do not see you as a human being but as a 
number. So, I feel that this is very cruel, because you need it so much that you have to 
stay.” -Vancouver, BC 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/catalogue/75-006-X202300100001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/catalogue/75-006-X202300100001
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There are enough jobs for everyone who wants one Unemployment rate Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Labour Force Survey, CIF 8.1.1 

Minimum wage is a living wage that increases with inflation 

Minimum wage compared to living 
wage 

Government of Canada minimum 
wage database; 
Living wage rates calculated by local 
organizers and advocates, compiled at 
Living Wage Canada 

Everyone is paid equitably 

Recommendation: Intersectional wage 
gap for people of all marginalized 
identities 

Proxy: Intersectional gender wage gap 
in Canada 

Ratio of highest to lowest earnings 
from employment 

Gap; 
Statistics Canada Labour Force 
Survey; 

Canadian Income Survey 

Jobs are stable, safe, and secure, with benefits and 
accommodations 

Proxy: Percentage of employed 
population employed in precarious or 
gig work; 
Percentage of labour force participants 
25 years of age and older working more 
than 50 hours per week; 
Percentage of labour force working 
less than 30 hours per week, not by 
choice; 

Percentage of labour force with access 
to paid sick leave 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Labour Force Survey; 
Canadian Index of Wellbeing; 
Canadian Index of Wellbeing; 

Labour Force Survey 

https://srv116.services.gc.ca/dimt-wid/sm-mw/rpt1.aspx?GoCTemplateCulture=en-CA
https://srv116.services.gc.ca/dimt-wid/sm-mw/rpt1.aspx?GoCTemplateCulture=en-CA
https://www.livingwage.ca/rates
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/230921/dq230921b-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/230921/dq230921b-eng.htm
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Freedom from discrimination and exploitation at work 
Percentage of workers reporting 
discrimination or unfair treatment at 
work 

Statistics Canada, General Social 
Survey 

Being able to work in a job you enjoy and are trained for 
Proxy: Proportion of the population by 

level of job satisfaction 
Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
General Social Survey Table 22-10-
0111-01 

Having opportunities for training and growth 
Percentage of workers who 
participated in job-related training 
outside the formal education system 

Statistics Canada, Labour Force 
Survey 

Being able to work because you want to, not because you have to 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
people who can work because they 
want to, not because they have to 

Gap 
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EDUCATION FOR ALL 

Everyone has equitable access to affordable, quality education, training, and learning supports. 

Measure Indicator Data Source 

Everyone has equitable access to quality education 

Differences in performance related to 

personal characteristics; 
School segregation and gap in material 
and staff shortage between 
advantaged and disadvantaged 
schools 

Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
Program for International Student 
Assessment survey 

Everyone has equitable access to free or affordable training and 
skill development of their choice 

Proxy: Percentage of adults 25 years of 
age and older participating in 
education-related activities 

Canadian Index of Well-Being 

Children and youth have the supports they need to stay in school 
Proxy: Percentage of 15–19 year-olds 
not in employment, education or 
training (NEET); 

Canadian Index of Child and Youth 
Well-Being, CIF 8.3.1 (but for ages 15-
29); 

“I’ve tried to go back to school but I can’t just live 
on part-time hours because it doesn’t cover my 
basic needs. I couldn’t buy food, I could barely pay 
my rent, I was struggling and then on top of it trying 
to keep my head above water and try to take on 
school was another thing. So I’m sitting here still not 
being able to find a proper job.” -Winnipeg, MB 

“At the mission school, parents had their children 
taken away to school, and now the parents who were 
the children that were taken away have to send their 
children away to school [in Whitehorse, YK]. It's still a 
circumstance of trauma and separation.” -Carcross, 
YK 

“Adult high school with childcare would 
be a good solution, a good stepping 
stone that can get people out of 
poverty because it's hard to get a job 
without your high school.” -Ottawa, 
ON 

https://www.oecd.org/pisa/
https://www.oecd.org/pisa/
https://www.oecd.org/pisa/
https://www.oecd.org/pisa/
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Proxy: High school completion rate Statistics Canada. Table 37-10-0170-
01, CIF 4.1.1 

Schools support diverse learning styles and abilities 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
neurodiverse students and students 
with disabilities who feel that they are 
well-supported at school 

Gap 

Children have opportunities for culturally relevant and land-based 
education 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
children who have access to cultural, 
traditional, or land-based education; 

Proxy: Percentage of Indigenous 15–17 
year-olds who speak an Aboriginal 
language; 
Model Indicator from Canadian Index 
of Child and Youth Well-Being: 
Percentage of children in elementary 
schools that provide at least one 
Indigenous learning opportunity 

Gap; 
Canadian Index of Child and Youth 
Well-Being 

Children and youth are taught financial literacy and budgeting in 
schools 

Proxy: Student financial literacy 

proficiency levels 

Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
Program for International Student 
Assessment survey 

Post-secondary education is affordable for everyone, without the 
need for loans 

Proxy: Percentage of graduates who 

owed debt to the source at graduation 
Statistics Canada, National Graduates 
Survey 

https://www.cmec.ca/Publications/Lists/Publications/Attachments/410/PISA2018-FL-EN.pdf
https://www.cmec.ca/Publications/Lists/Publications/Attachments/410/PISA2018-FL-EN.pdf
https://www.cmec.ca/Publications/Lists/Publications/Attachments/410/PISA2018-FL-EN.pdf
https://www.cmec.ca/Publications/Lists/Publications/Attachments/410/PISA2018-FL-EN.pdf
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RIGHT TO HOUSING IS REALIZED 

Everyone has a home. There is adequate, affordable secure housing for all, free from discrimination, and 
reflecting the needs of communities and neighbourhoods. 

Measure Indicator Data Source 

Everyone has a home 

Proxy: Point in time homelessness 
counts; 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
people who are not experiencing 
homelessness of any kind, including 
hidden homelessness 

Infrastructure Canada; 

Gap 

“We need to have an emergency place for 
people to go. Right now, who’s got the most 
emergency? People sleeping rough, people 
sleeping out of their cars. […] Get something on 
the go and then turn it into something better. Get 
something going that will help to free people 
first, and then keep growing.” – St. Stephen, NB 

“With the landlords, you get punished for being a 
youth in care, you get punished for being in 
poverty.” -Winnipeg, MB 

“[Housing is] a human right, not a commodity.” -
Halifax, NS 

“You’re trying to get your kid to school and 
trying to get them a decent home but 
when you come back up from down south 
there’s nothing here. There’s no housing. 
There’s nothing. I waited two years for a 
house. Me and my son lived in a hotel 
room.” -Carcross, YK 

“They don’t fix [units] for people … they know a lot of us need a home to live in, right. So, they'll just rent out to whoever will take it and it's not fair. 
Sometimes stuff doesn't work in the homes … plumbing or there are no stoves, no stove’s working, roaches, it's just disgusting and it's sad.” -Regina, SK 

https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/homelessness-sans-abri/resources-ressources/point-in-time-denombrement-ponctuel-eng.html
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Housing is stable and secure 
Percentage of households who have 
been evicted from rental unit in the 
past 12 months 

Canada Social Survey 

Housing is safe and in good repair 
Proportions of households in core 
housing need 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Statistics Canada, Canadian Housing 
Survey and Census of Population 

Housing supply, including affordable housing and new housing 
being built, reflects needs and size of community 

Housing supply gap estimate Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation 

Freedom from housing discrimination   

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who have not experienced 
housing discrimination or barriers of 
any kind 

Gap 

Being able to own a home someday 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feels confident that 
they will be able to own a home in their 
lifetime; 
Proxy: Home ownership rates by family 
income quintile 

Gap; 
Statistics Canada, Survey of Financial 
Security 

Everyone has access to affordable housing 

Percentage of households paying 30% 
or more of average monthly household 
income on housing; 
Share of units affordable to renters 
with the lowest 20% of incomes; 
Percentage of households on a waiting 
list for social and affordable housing 

Statistics Canada Census of 
Population Table 98-10-0255-01; 
Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation Rental Market Survey; 
Statistics Canada Canadian Housing 
Survey, Table 46-10-0058-01 

https://www160.statcan.gc.ca/prosperity-prosperite/housing-logement-eng.htm
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Everyone has access to the housing programs and supports they 
need 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feel they have access 
to the housing programs and supports 
they need 

Gap 

Everyone has access to transitional and supportive housing when 
needed 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feel they have access 
to transitional and supportive housing 
that they need 

Gap 

Everyone has access to emergency shelters when needed 

Recommendation: Number of shelter 
beds compared to number of people 
experiencing homelessness and their 
gender, family structure, and needs 

Gap 

Empty buildings are used for shelters and low-income housing 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
empty buildings being turned into 
shelters and low-income housing 

Gap 

Rent is affordable Unaffordable housing rates of recent 
and existing renters in Canada 

Statistics Canada, Census of 
Population 

Landlords are fair and accountable 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
renters who receive fair and good 
quality treatment from their landlords 

Gap 

Being able to scale up or down with housing without financial 
repercussions 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
people who feel confident in changing 
their housing situation to meet their 
changing needs, without financial 

Gap 

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/as-sa/98-200-X/2021016/98-200-X2021016-eng.cfm#:%7E:text=Just%20over%20one%2Dfifth%20(21.0,for%20two%2Dbedroom%20dwellings).
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/as-sa/98-200-X/2021016/98-200-X2021016-eng.cfm#:%7E:text=Just%20over%20one%2Dfifth%20(21.0,for%20two%2Dbedroom%20dwellings).
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repercussions (e.g., can seniors 
downsize, or can couples split up) 
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FOOD SOVEREIGNTY AND SECURITY 

Everyone has access to nutritious, affordable, culturally appropriate food; the ability to hunt, harvest, grow, 
and share food according to cultural values; and the freedom to choose what they want to eat. 

Measure Indicator Data Source 

Everyone has enough to eat 

Proportion of individuals by household 
food security status (marginal, 
moderate, or severe food insecurity) 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Household Food Security Survey 
Module in Canadian Income Survey 
and Canadian Community Health 
Survey, CIF 2.1.1 

Everyone can afford food Census Family Low Income Measure 
After Tax 

Statistics Canada, T1 Family File 

“It used to be that it was proven that a hunter would support seven households. 
They can't anymore. They can barely support their own.” -Iqaluit, NU 

“We hear of people going hungry way too often and having no food in the fridge.” -
Ulukhaktok, NWT 

“It’s really hard to eat healthy because of the prices of food. It’s easier to just get a 
frozen pizza and a pack of hotdogs.” -St John’s, NL 

“Local food has been always proven to be more nutritious than 
store-bought food. More culturally enriching, and [with a] 
transfer of land skills like the value of a hunter being able to not 
only do what they do, but to transfer that knowledge to our 
youth … it's huge, but we don't recognise that in any sort of 
proper way in a government program.” -Iqaluit, NU 

“I had to save all summer to be able to go hunting just to afford 
shells, an axe, food and gas to get the meat that I'm used to living 
on.” -Whitehorse, YK 
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Children have enough to eat 

Percentage of 11–15 year-olds who 
report going to school or to bed hungry 
because there is not enough food at 
home 

Canadian Index of Child and Youth 
Well-Being 

Being able to eat nutritious, culturally appropriate food of your 
choice 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who can eat nutritious, 
culturally appropriate food of their 
choice 
Proxy: Percentage of participants who 
ate traditional food 

Gap; 
First Nations Food, Nutrition, and 
Environment Study 

Freedom from worrying about affording food 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
people who consistently feel confident 
in affording food 

Gap 

Everyone can hunt, fish, and harvest according to cultural values 
and practices 

Proxy: Percentage of households 
participating in traditional food 
gathering 

First Nations Food, Nutrition, and 

Environment Study 

Supplies for hunting, fishing, and harvesting are affordable 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who can afford hunting, 
fishing, and harvesting supplies with 
ease 

Gap 

Communities grow their own food 
Proxy: Percentage of population who 
grew fruit, herbs, vegetables or flowers 

for personal use in the past 12 months 

Statistics Canada, Households and 
the Environment Survey; 
Gap 

https://www.fnfnes.ca/docs/CRA/FNFNES_Report_Summary_Oct_20_2021_FINAL.pdf
https://www.fnfnes.ca/docs/CRA/FNFNES_Report_Summary_Oct_20_2021_FINAL.pdf
https://www.fnfnes.ca/docs/CRA/FNFNES_Report_Summary_Oct_20_2021_FINAL.pdf
https://www.fnfnes.ca/docs/CRA/FNFNES_Report_Summary_Oct_20_2021_FINAL.pdf


33 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who grows, raises, or 
harvests food in some capacity   

Being able to share food with your community 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who shares food with 
others in their community 

Gap 

Food costs and subsidies are equitable across country Recommendation: Food cost data and 
subsidy data by individual community 

Gap 
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HEALTH AND MENTAL HEALTH 

People have access to health care and mental health care, including dental care and pharmacare; access to 
harm reduction training and supplies; and support for drug use and addiction. 

Measure Indicator Data Source 

Everyone has access to free, timely health care 

Proxy: Proportion of the population 
reporting unmet health care needs; 
Percentage of population with a regular 
medical doctor 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Canadian Income Survey (CIS) 

Table 13-10-0836-01; 
Canadian Index of Wellbeing 

Everyone has access to free, culturally relevant, trauma-informed 
mental health care 

Proxy: Proportion of the population 
reporting unmet mental health care 
needs 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Canadian Community Health Survey 
Table 13-10-0619-01 

“People wouldn’t be dying in the streets.” -Winnipeg, MB 

“Living in poverty affects your mind, body and spirit.” -Whitehorse, YK 

“Here, we don’t enjoy the ability to go to the doctor or an emergency room. 
We are in constant fear of going to see the doctor because something could 
happen with immigration. It would be so cool to have access to the hospital 
without being afraid.” - Vancouver, BC 

“People are dying. We just lost another friend this week, OD-ed. 
There’s just so many you can’t even count them anymore. ... It makes 
people desensitized to it. …And that’s dangerous.” -Carcross, YK 

“Our trauma is unique. Even when I talk to counsellors, they don't know how to 
support me. Because they don't know what it's like to come out of colonization. 
They don't know that. But our elders do. The government needs to recognise 
our inner healing and the way we heal and certify that.” -Ottawa, ON 
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Everyone has access to free dental care 
Proxy: Percentage of Canadians who 
have dental insurance that covers all or 
part of their expenses 

Statistics Canada, Canadian 
Community Health Survey 

Everyone has access to free pharmacare 

Proxy: Proportion of population not 
filling or renewing a prescription (or 
missing doses/reducing doses to make 
the prescription last longer) because of 
the cost of the medication 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Canadian Community Health Survey 
and Survey on Access to Health Care 
and Pharmaceuticals During the 
Pandemic 

Everyone is healthy 

Proportion of the population by 
perceived health 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Canadian Social Survey and Canadian 
Community Health Survey Table 13-
10-0096-02 

Everyone is mentally healthy 

Proportion of the population by 
perceived mental health status 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Canadian Social Survey and Canadian 
Community Health Survey, and other 
surveys, CIF 3.7.1 

Freedom from discrimination and inequities in the health care 
system   

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who has not experienced 
discrimination, inequities, or barriers in 
accessing health care 

Gap 

Freedom from suicide 

Rate of death by suicide in Canada; 
Percentage of people who had 
thoughts of suicide in their lifetime 

Statistics Canada, Canadian Vital 
Statistics, Death Database; 
Statistics Canada, Canadian 
Community Health Survey 
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Freedom from overdose and toxic drug deaths 
Incidence of opioid and stimulant 
overdose related harms 

Public Health Agency of Canada. 
Opioid- and Stimulant-related Harms 
in Canada, CIF 3.12.1 

Freedom from addiction 

Prevalence of drug use having a 
harmful effect on various factors of 
life; 
Prevalence of harmful alcohol use 

Statistics Canada and Health Canada, 
Canadian Alcohol and Drugs Survey; 
Statistics Canada. Table 13-10-0096-
01 Health characteristics, annual 
estimates, CIF 3.4.1 

Everyone has access to support and treatment for addiction and 
substance use 

Proxy: Percentage of Canadians who 
use substances who have received 
professional help for substance use 

Statistics Canada and Health Canada, 
Canadian Alcohol and Drugs Survey 

Everyone has access to harm reduction training and supplies 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who have access to all the 
harm reduction supplies they need 
and feel confident in harm reduction 
skills; 
Proxy: Percentage of Canadians who 

obtained a Naloxone kit in the past 
year 

Gap; 
Statistics Canada and Health Canada, 
Canadian Alcohol and Drugs Survey 

Everyone has access to a bathroom and shower 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
population with reliable access to 
bathroom and shower 

Gap 

Having agency and information about your health 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feels in control and 
informed about their health 

Gap 
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EQUITABLE ACCESS TO SERVICES, PROGRAMS, AND SUPPORTS 

Services and supports are accessible and coordinated, with no arbitrary bureaucratic barriers or 
discrimination. Community organizations are resourced and are by communities, for communities. 

Measure Indicator Data Source 

Communities no longer need services, programs, and supports 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feels they can meet all 
their needs without accessing 
services, programs, or supports 

Gap 

Being able to access the services, programs, and supports you 
need 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feels they can access 
the services, programs, and supports 
they need 

Gap 

Services, programs, and supports are communicated effectively 
and accessibly to communities 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feels confident that 
they know how and where to access 

Gap 

“[Without public transit,] just to get 
a haircut or to go for a job interview, 
or go to church, or an activity, it’s 
hard to get there.” -St. Stephen, NB 

“The frustrations of [trying] to reach out and don’t know where to or how to.” -Carcross, YK 

“If you’re trying to help a certain group of people, and 
you’ve never walked in their shoes, it’s hard to understand 
their vision and their needs and the assessments they have to 
have done, in order to suit their needs properly and 
appropriately.” -Halifax, NS 

“[People with precarious immigration status] 
are excluded in many aspects, aspects in which 
we cannot take part, given that we cannot 
economically or legally access many of these 
services.” -Vancouver, BC 
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any service, program, and support they 
need 

Services, programs, and supports are well-coordinated 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feels that services, 
programs, and supports are well-
coordinated 

Gap 

Community organizations created by and for communities are 
resourced 

Proxy: Government funding for the 

non-profit sector 
State funding for social movements 
database 

Feeling trusted and supported by service providers 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feels trusted and 
supported by service providers 

Gap 

Freedom from discrimination and barriers in accessing services, 
programs, and supports 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population that has not experienced 
discrimination or barriers when 
accessing services, programs, and 
supports 

Gap 

Social assistance is accessible, supportive, and dignified 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who has engaged with 
social assistance system who feels 
that it is accessible, supportive, and 
dignified 

Gap 

Everyone has access to affordable public transit and 
transportation 

Proxy: Percentage of the population 
living within 500 metres of a public 
transit stop 

Statistics Canada. Table 23-10-0286-
01 Proximity to Public Transportation in 
Canada's Metropolitan Cities, and 
related Commuting Data, CIF 11.4.1; 

https://www.statefunding.ca/
https://www.statefunding.ca/
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Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feels that public transit 
is affordable and accessible to them 

Gap 

Schools have breakfast and lunch programs Recommendation: Percentage of 
schools with meal programs 

Gap   

Being able to access a food bank when you need to 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feels that food banks 
are accessible to them if they need to 
use them 

Gap 
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CONNECTED AND SUPPORTED FAMILIES AND CHILDREN 

Families are supported to stay together and spend time together. The child welfare system is equitable, 
trauma-informed, and reflects needs of children and families. Everyone has access to affordable childcare.  

Measure Indicator Data Source 

Children and youth are happy, healthy, and participating 

Census Family Low Income Measure 
After Tax, age 0-17;   

Percentage of 11–15 year-olds who 
report high life satisfaction; 
Percentage of 11–15 year-olds involved 
in groups or group activities; 

Proxy: Percentage of parents who 
breastfeed their infant 

Statistics Canada. T1 Family File. Table 
11-10-0018-01;   
Canadian Index of Child and Youth 
Well-Being; 
Canadian Index of Child and Youth 
Well-Being; 

Canada’s Breastfeeding Dashboard 

“My family is all chosen. I don’t talk to any of my blood family for various 
reasons. But my chosen family are people I chose for myself that are healthy 
for me, that respect my boundaries, that meet me on the same level, the 
same vibration of our souls. Having people to support you can help you so 
much.” -St. John’s, NL 

“The federal government sees putting our children in homes as a 
business.” -Carcross, YK 

“Children will be able to be children and have the same things other kids 
have in the community.” -Sydney Mines, NS 

“It just circles because you get out of care, but you have nowhere to go. And then if you 
have a kid, they steal your kid – because you can’t provide for this kid because of poverty.” 
-Halifax, NS 

“I had horrible postpartum depression, but was terrified to 
get help because I thought, they'll take my baby.” -Sydney 
Mines, NS 

https://health-infobase.canada.ca/breastfeeding/
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Children are free from abuse and violence 
Proxy: Percentage of 15–24 year-olds 
who report having experienced abuse 
before the age of 15 

Canadian Index of Child and Youth 
Well-Being 

Families are connected and spend time together 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who spends daily time with 
family 

Proxy: Average amount of parental 
leave taken by both parents if 
applicable at time of infant birth 

Gap; 

Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey 

Everyone has access to affordable, safe, culturally relevant 
childcare 

Proxy: Percentage of children aged 0 to 
5 years for whom there is a regulated 
centre-based child care space 

Canadian Index of Wellbeing 

Families are supported to stay together 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
families who are reported to child and 
family services who are supported to 
keep their children; 

Proxy: Percentage of children in care 

who are reunified with families 

Gap; 

Canadian Index of Child and Youth 
Well-Being 

Children are supported to stay in their community and/or with 
family members, if they cannot stay with immediate family 

Proxy: Regular opportunities for 
relational connections to community; 
Out of home placement rate; 
Percentage of children with kin and/or 
Indigenous families within their 
community 

First Nations Child and Family Services 
Measuring to Thrive Framework   

(Gap in that there is no existing data 
and that this is solely for First Nations 
children) 

https://uwaterloo.ca/canadian-index-wellbeing/what-we-do/domains-and-indicators/percentage-children-aged-0-5-years-whom-there-regulated
https://uwaterloo.ca/canadian-index-wellbeing/what-we-do/domains-and-indicators/percentage-children-aged-0-5-years-whom-there-regulated
https://uwaterloo.ca/canadian-index-wellbeing/what-we-do/domains-and-indicators/percentage-children-aged-0-5-years-whom-there-regulated
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Freedom from discrimination from the child welfare system 

Recommendation: Disparities in 
reporting and apprehension for all 
marginalized and low-income groups, 
including First Nations, Inuit, and Métis 
parents, parents who were previously 
in care, and parents seeking help for 
mental health and addiction; 

Proxy: Disparities in reporting and 
apprehension between First Nations 
and non-Indigenous children 

Gap;   

First Nations/ Canadian Incidence 
Study of Reported Child Abuse and 
Neglect-2019 

Children in care have their basic needs met and have regular 
access to supports 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
children in care who feel that they have 
their basic needs met and regular 
access to the supports they need; 

Proxy: Number of moves in care; 
Percentage of youth reporting positive 
relationships with parent or caregiver 

Gap; 

Canadian Index of Child and Youth 
Well-Being; 
First Nations Child and Family Services 
Measuring to Thrive Framework (data 
gap) 

Youth ageing out of the child welfare system are supported with 
the transition and continue to be supported as adults 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
youth ageing out of care who feel the 
Equitable Standards for Transitions for 
Youth in Care have been upheld 

Child Welfare League of Canada (data 
gap) 

https://cwrp.ca/sites/default/files/publications/FNCIS-2019%20-%20Denouncing%20the%20Continued%20Overrepresentation%20of%20First%20Nations%20Children%20in%20Canadian%20Child%20Welfare%20-%20Final_1%20%282%29.pdf
https://cwrp.ca/sites/default/files/publications/FNCIS-2019%20-%20Denouncing%20the%20Continued%20Overrepresentation%20of%20First%20Nations%20Children%20in%20Canadian%20Child%20Welfare%20-%20Final_1%20%282%29.pdf
https://cwrp.ca/sites/default/files/publications/FNCIS-2019%20-%20Denouncing%20the%20Continued%20Overrepresentation%20of%20First%20Nations%20Children%20in%20Canadian%20Child%20Welfare%20-%20Final_1%20%282%29.pdf
https://www.cwlc.ca/post/equitable-standards-for-transitions-to-adulthood-for-youth-in-care-evaluation-model
https://www.cwlc.ca/post/equitable-standards-for-transitions-to-adulthood-for-youth-in-care-evaluation-model
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ACCOUNTABLE AND ENGAGED GOVERNMENTS AND INSTITUTIONS 

Governments are accountable to communities. Policy-making is community-engaged, trauma-informed, 
responsive, and based on local needs and values.   

Measure Indicator Data Source 

People with lived experience of poverty and marginalization are 
involved in leadership, decision-making, programs, and policies 
that affect their communities 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
leadership and government roles 
occupied by people with lived 
experience of poverty and 
marginalization; 

Proxy: Proportion of specified 
populations occupying leadership 
roles 

Gap; 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
Census of Population and various 
sources 

“I'm a man with lived experience. With my lived experience, the government 
will not hire me. Because I do not meet any requirements.” -Whitehorse, YK 

“The mayor, all the people from the 
chiefs, the youth, the elders, 
everybody needs to be a part of 
this conversation.” -Whitehorse, YK 

“Better do something now, right now. They take, they take on empty 
promises. Our treaty’s been broken over and over and over. How long 
are we going to last. I’m too old to fight the battle.” -Carcross, YK 

“I can't tell you, and I promise you the Government of Nunavut, no 
one could tell you this anywhere, which is the poorest community. 
We don't know. We couldn't tell you actually how many single 
mothers with children are in poverty. Yes, you can go to Stats Can, 
but those numbers are so wrong. So inaccurate, that under no 
circumstance is that the real number.” -Iqaluit, NU 

“Poverty stems exclusively, historically 
and currently, from government policy 
and decisions by government.” -Iqaluit, 
NU 
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Policies and data collection reflect local needs and values 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who feel that policies and 
data collection reflect local needs and 

values 

Gap 

Government commitments are backed up by action and 
investment 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
government commitments that are 
implemented and invested in 

Gap 

Governments value and care about communities 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
population that feels that governments 
value and care about their community 

Gap 

Governments are accountable to communities 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
population that feels that governments 
are accountable to them 

Gap 

Freedom from government discrimination 
Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who has never experienced 
discrimination from government 

Gap 

The harm of colonial policies is meaningfully addressed and 
repaired 

Recommendation: First Nations, Inuit, 
and Métis Peoples receive meaningful 
reparation and healing from the harm 
of colonial policies (self-defined) 

Gap 

Salary equity for government officials compared to the average 
person 

Recommendation: Salaries of 
government officials compared to 
average salary 

Gap 
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Having confidence in governments 
Proportion of the population by level of 
confidence in selected types of 
institutions 

Canada Quality of Life Framework, 
General Social Survey and Canadian 
Social Survey, CIF 16.7.1 

Communities have opportunities to meet together and discuss 
community issues 

Recommendation: Percentage of 
population who has met to discuss 
community issues with other 
community members in past year 

Gap 
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